
NETA 2016 Ballot 
 
President Elect 
 
This officer serves for one year in this position and then moves into the role of the 
President. The President Elect is responsible for helping to plan the spring conference. 
 
Matt Lee 
Westside Community Schools  
 
My name is Matthew Lee and it would be my privilege to serve as NETA President-
Elect. NETA has been a part of my professional life since I began my teaching career. I 
am currently serving my second term on the NETA board and in that time, I’ve 
developed a strong understanding of the workings of the organization. I’ve been part of 
the contest committee where we’ve found new ways to recognize our great members, 
have been part of the governance committee group that developed the policies of free 
membership and I also run the poster sessions at the spring conference.  
I am currently the Coordinator of Technology Integration for Westside Community 
Schools in Omaha, NE. I received my Ph.D. in Instructional Technology from UNL in 
2014 and have been recognized as an Apple Distinguished Educator. In my role, I am 
responsible for developing and implementing rich, technology focused professional 
development.      
NETA has begun an amazing transformation. The organization has substantially 
increased its membership, added a second conference in the fall and moved the spring 
conference location to the CenturyLink Center. It’s been an amazing ride and I would be 
honored to help lead NETA into the future!   
 
Nick Ziegler 
Educational Service Unit #5 
 
I’m Nick Ziegler, Instructional Technology Specialist at ESU 5. I’m running for NETA 
President Elect.     
The purpose of NETA is to provide leadership for enhancing education through 
instructional technology. Working toward this vision, we have established two goals: 
expand membership benefits and collaborate with other educational associations.     
As a member of NETA’s Governance Committee, I played a direct role in expanding 
access to NETA membership by moving toward a FREE membership model. As 
President-Elect, it would be my goal to triple membership within three years. This is 
ambitious, but possible. Across the state there are great things happening in the world of 
EdTech. My goal would be to enhance NETA’s involvement in promoting and providing 
regional EdTech professional development opportunities in collaboration with other 
educational associations. Any educator who attends one of these events would be 
automatically registered as a NETA member.     
To enhance NETA’s Spring Conference, I would dedicate a room to providing more 
compact mini-sessions. A traditional 45 minute block would be divided into two 20 
minute mini-sessions (five minutes between mini-sessions) running parallel to the 



traditional sessions. This would allow attendees more flexibility for balancing the desire 
to attend great sessions, network with peers, and grab lunch.    
 
Secretary 
 
The Secretary keeps records of the meetings of the Board of Directors, tracks Director 
attendance at meetings and files and distributes changes in policy issues adopted at 
board meetings. 
 
Darci Lindgren  
Lindsay Holy Family School  
 
As my first two year term comes to an end, I would like to continue supporting NETA as 
its secretary. I have become familiar with the procedures required, and feel confident 
tackling them in the future. In addition to the regular secretary & note-taking duties- I 
have also helped deploy, track, and return donated projectors during the Spring 
Conference; as well as designing and maintaining the fall.netasite.org web site to support 
the Nebraska Fall Ed-Tech Conference. The phrase, “It isn’t in my job description!” is 
not in my vocabulary. If something needs done, I am willing to do it, especially if it is to 
support NETA’s worthwhile endeavors.     
I have been the technology coordinator at Lindsay Holy Family School for fourteen 
years. Presenting at every NETA (Spring and/or Fall) conference since 2001, STI 
(Summer Tech Institute in Norfolk) for several years, NECC/ISTE in Washington DC in 
2009, TIE in Colorado in 2010, and ISTE in San Antonio in 2013 has been valuable 
experiences. As a former NETA board of director’s member, I am aware of the hard work 
needed behind the scenes to make such conferences successful, and tackle it with relish. 
@dalindg   
 
Directors 
 
Directors serve for three-year terms. They attend four board meetings per year and one 
working retreat. Directors serve on planning committees and have special conference 
duties. Four positions need to be filled. 
 
Chad Ackerson  
Westridge Middle School/Grand Island Public Schools 
  
I have taught elementary and middle school for the last 11 years. I want to be a NETA 
Board Member because I want to be able to help teachers find a passion for technology in 
the classroom like I have. I believe that technology plays an integral role in the education 
of our students. I would love the opportunity to use NETA to encourage an excitement 
for enhancing the learning of students by using technology.   
 
Heather Callihan 
Northwest Public Schools 
  



 
My name is Heather Callihan. This is my 18th year in education. I began my career 
teaching first grade in Bellevue, NE. During this time, I worked towards a Master’s 
Degree in Instructional Technology. After six years in Bellevue, I chose to pursue a 
position utilizing my Masters and my passion for technology in education by accepting a 
Middle School Technology Teacher position. Currently, I am in my third year as the 
District Technology Integrationist for Northwest Public Schools in Grand Island, NE. I 
have a passion for technology and digital citizenship and enjoy the opportunities my job 
provides for promoting the use of technology in every classroom.       
I enjoy all the learning and collaborating opportunities during my three years on the 
NETA Board. My goal is to continue learning, sharing and collaborating with others and 
hope to continue serving you as a  NETA Board member. I look forward to this 
opportunity and am excited to learn and grow together.   
 
Peg Coover  
Educational Service Unit #10  
 
I spent most of my 25 years in education teaching math and science, but I always found 
ways to get technology in the hands of students in order to enhance their experiences. 
Eventually it became my passion to help other teachers do the same. My current position 
at ESU 10 allows me opportunities to work with teachers in workshops or at their 
districts and build capacity with technology integration. NETA is an organization that 
inspires educators to grow professionally and seek out instructional strategies to improve 
student learning. I look forward to attending the fall and spring conferences each year, 
both as a learner and a presenter, and I would be honored to serve on the NETA Board. 
 
JD Dalrymple  
Freeman Public Schools 
 
My name is JD Dalrymple and I am a Social Studies Teacher and Technology Integration 
Specialist at Freeman Public Schools. I was fortunate enough to walk into a classroom in 
2004 in which every student had access to their own computer. I thought I was 
“innovative” having my classes exist online. That is, until I attended NETA for the first 
time in 2009 and was blown away with what others were doing. NETA showed me that 
anything is possible with technology in education. Since attending NETA for the first 
time, I have become very passionate about sharing how technology can redefine the 
educational world. I have demonstrated this by presenting at NETA multiple times, being 
a founding member of multiple technology groups through ESU 5, as well as leading the 
technology integration at Freeman. It would be an honor to serve on the NETA Board, 
not only to work with others who share this same passion, but also to continue to spread 
the use of technology in the educational world. If you would like more information about 
who I am and what we do at Freeman, please find me on Twitter: @mrd_fhs or visit my 
website:  https://sites.google.com/a/freemanschools.net/social-studies-7/ 
 
Scott Harrington  
Norris High School  



 
My name is Scott Harrington (Twitter @srharring) and I have taught high school social 
studies for the past 10 years at Norris High School. I have been very passionate about the 
integration of technology in the classroom since I began teaching. I love exploring and 
tinkering with new technologies and how they can be implemented to positively enhance 
my students and fellow teachers educational experiences. The goal that I have for all my 
students and fellow teachers, is for them to become explorers. I am a firm believer that 
technology is an essential component of a student’s education and assists students in 
becoming explorers. An explorer is curious about all aspects of their life, is respectful and 
considers multiple perspectives, and is able to generate, evaluate, and implement 
solutions to problems. To be able to effectively promote exploration, I am constantly 
researching (through various websites, especially Twitter) and experimenting with new 
technology tools that I love to share, not only, with my colleagues but also with other 
educators through social media and by presenting at the NETA Conference. I would love 
the opportunity to serve on the NETA board and invigorate all NETA members to 
become expert explorers. 
 
Wendy Loewenstein  
Omaha Public Schools  
 
Wendy is an instructional technology trainer with Omaha Public Schools. In this role, she 
facilitates the Microsoft Innovative Educator program in the district. She also works with 
district and building leadership in an effort to spread awareness and implementation of 
technology integration at all levels of the district. She loves spending time school 
buildings and seeing students and teachers engaged with technology!     
Previously, Wendy worked at the University of Nebraska at Omaha in the College of 
Education as the IDEAS Room Coordinator and a part-time faculty member in the library 
science department. Prior to working at UNO, she was a high school librarian, elementary 
school librarian, and a high school English teacher with Bellevue Public Schools.     
Wendy looks forward to joining the NETA board in order to advocate and celebrate 
innovative, best practices with technology and curriculum integration in P-12 classrooms.     
 
Becky Miller 
Laurel-Concord-Coleridge 
 
@techy_becky....started it all. I was working full time as both a High School SPED 
Teacher and Technology Integration Coordinator.... as well as being pregnant with twins.  
Where was I going to find time to on Twitter. Who wanted to know what I ate for 
breakfast. Three years and another child later I have learned everything can be found on 
Twitter. Twitter is a resource for education, not just updates on what I ate for lunch. By 
stepping outside of my comfort zone and into the Twitter-verse, I've lived what I ask my 
students to do everyday. Take risks and try something new. This one risk opened an 
entire world of resources that have made me a better educator. As a NETA board member 
I will encourage educators to step outside their comfort zone, take a risk, and find their 
reward. 
 



Terri Preston 
St. Pius X/ St. Leo School  
 
Hi, I am Terri Preston, and I teach PreK-8th grade students in the computer lab at St. Pius 
X/ St. Leo School in Omaha. I have spent all 23 years of my teaching career at this 
school. While I taught fourth grade for several years, most of my time has been in the 
computer lab because I love the challenge of working with students of all ages, and of 
helping our teachers successfully integrate technology into their teaching. I try to model 
life-long learning by attending conferences and EdCamps (I helped plan the first 
EdCampArchOmaha in 2015) and interacting with my Twitter PLN, and then sharing the 
wealth of knowledge I gain with my colleagues and students. I would love to be part of 
the NETA board in order to share my experience as a Catholic school teacher, but mostly 
for the opportunity to make personal connections and learn with the many great teachers 
in Nebraska. 
 
Dr. Thomas Rzemyk  
Mount Michael Benedictine School  
 
Dr. Rzemyk currently has over ten years of information technology experience in K-12 
schools, and several years of teaching experience in higher education. He has extensive 
knowledge in technology integration, curriculum development, strategic planning, 1:1 
initiatives, BYOD, and mobile computing. He states that: “As a technology professional 
and educator, it is my vision that all faculty, students, and staff have access to the 
technology resources required to be successful, innovative, and creative in the classroom. 
Technology continues to evolve and it is an important element of society. I believe that 
strategically aligning students with the correct tools and technology resources allows 
them to become independently inspired and motivated to work collaboratively with their 
peers. Thus, preparing each student for a rewarding future.”     
Dr. Rzemyk is also considered to be an expert in physical security and school safety. 
Thomas holds a Doctorate of Education from Northcentral University, a graduate degree 
in Security Management and Criminal Justice from Bellevue University, and an 
undergraduate degree in Healthcare Administration. Thomas has written several 
academic papers and presented at numerous conferences across the United States on 
school safety and security. He is also a council member on the ASIS International School 
Safety and Security Council.              
 
Tina Sauser  
Boone Central Schools  
 
Through my 15 years in education I have had the pleasure of being an elementary and 
high school teacher, Media Specialist, and my current role as a Technology Integration 
Specialist. Within my professional career, I have seen the effect technology can have on 
education and the world. I believe technology is an imperative part of a successful 
education. I enjoy working with and discovering new and upcoming technologies and 
being able to share what I learn with others. For 9 years, the NETA conferences have 
provided me with strength, innovative ideas and tools, confidence, and ability to provide 



my students and teachers with a successful, empowering education. I am proud to say that 
I have attended and presented at the NETA conferences and served on the board for 2 
years currently. I look forward to continuing my role on the board and providing such a 
motivating, inspiring conference to all educators.     
 
Jason Schmidt 
Bennington Public Schools 
 
Hello, fellow ed-techies! After spending 7 years in the classroom as a multigrade teacher 
and principal in parochial schools, I have had the great privilege to work with the 
students and staff of Bennington Public Schools for the last 5 years as the district's 
Instructional Technologist. NETA has been key to my personal and professional 
development ever since I moved to Nebraska, and I would be extremely honored to 
continue to work for our members with another term on the Board of Directors. 
 
Guy Trainin  
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
 
As a nation, we realize that education is one of the main vehicles for social justice. At the 
same time, new ways of teaching and learning through technology have emerged. These 
two developments create a dissonance for educators trying to reconcile an emphasis on 
traditional achievement and new educational approaches. I believe that NETA has helped 
teachers to combine the two and would like to make sure we continue to do so. I bring 
my research and evaluation experience as well as my view from teacher education. I 
believe that higher education can and should be a meaningful partner to K12 schools as 
we transform education.     
Dr. Guy Trainin is an associate professor and Graduate Chair at the Department of 
Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education at UNL. He focuses his research in the areas 
of literacy development and literacy integration with technology and the arts. He teaches 
field research methods, technology integration, and literacy methods. In TechEDGE Guy 
has been studying 21st-century learning in schools in Nebraska and China with a specific 
focus on mobile devices and creativity. He has published articles and books as well as 
extensive digital authorship of over 300 videos and 200 blog posts. 
 
Spencer Vogt  
Peru State College 
 
Spencer Vogt has been in education since 2005 where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 
Middle Grades Education from York College. Later, he received a Master of Science in 
Educational Technology from the University of Nebraska at Kearney. Currently, he is 
working on a Doctorate in Educational Technology from Walden University. He taught 
in the middle school classroom for 10 years as a social studies teacher. This year he 
joined Peru State College's School of Education as an Assistant Professor of Education 
and Technology Coordinator. He thoroughly enjoys engaging and motivating students by 
incorporating new and innovative technologies into his classroom. One quote that speaks 
to his teaching philosophy, and using technology in his classes comes from a Chinese 



proverb that states, ""Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I 
learn." Spencer wants to bring his passion and knowledge about educational technology 
to teachers all over the state Nebraska so they too can experience the power and awe that 
technology can bring to their students and classrooms. 
 
Kurt Zadina 
Alliance Public Schools  
 
NETA has been a part of my educational career for about 25 years, it all started when I 
worked at ESU #3 in Omaha. I enjoyed learning from different presenters when attending 
the NETA conference over the years, as well as networking with fellow educators. I have 
worked in educational technology at ESU #3 in Omaha, Plattsmouth Public Schools, 
Arlington Public Schools, Westside High School and currently in Alliance Public 
Schools. I have always enjoyed learning from fellow educators and students and would 
enjoy helping out on the NETA Board of Directors. 
 
 


